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Living the Mission of Jesus 
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Lent is a time to go deeper. 

 

By the end of the course, people in the Diocese of Winchester will have a good understanding of 

the four strategic priorities and how they can transform personal spirituality, churches and 

communities and feed into the development of Mission Action Plans for Parish, Deanery and 

Archdeaconry. 

 

Sessions 

 

The texts and themes below relate to the Lectionary readings for the principle Sunday services 

throughout Lent. Churches will want to decide for themselves whether they run their lent courses 

so that the midweek small groups follow or precede the Sunday material, this gives the option of 

either introducing theme on a Sunday followed by small group engagement, or introducing the 

themes in small groups and then drawing it all together on a Sunday. Material published in the 

New Year will include sermon notes, adult small group notes, resources for youth groups and 

children’s groups and the outline for a Messy Church service. 

 

Session 1:    The Kingdom of God 

Sunday 9 March 

 

We commit to living the mission of Jesus, working with him to reveal the Kingdom. 

 

Matthew 4: 1-11 (The temptation of Jesus) 

Romans 5: 12-19 

Psalm 32 

Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7 

 

Questions 

1. What do you think might God be saying to us through these words? 

2. What do Jesus' choices reveal about the Kingdom of God? 

3. How can we use lent to help us live the mission of Jesus? 

4. How will these words change the things we think, do and pray this week? 

 

Linking to the Benedictine Rule 

• How can we deepen the place of prayer, scriptural study and listen to and following God's 

lead in our lives? 
 

 

Session 2: We grow authentic disciples 

Sunday 16 March 

 

We grow authentic disciples, going out as individuals passionately, confidently and 



courageously sharing their faith, and coming together as creative church communities 

of prayer and worship that live out kingdom values.  

 

John 3:1-17 (Nicodemus) 

Psalm 121 

Genesis 12 

 

Questions 

 

1. What might God be saying to us through these words? 

2. Where is Nicodemus on his faith journey? 

3. Looking at vv 16&17 what was the good news for Nicodemus from Jesus? 

4. How will these words change the things we think, do and pray this week? 

 

Linking to the Benedictine Rule 

 

• How can we be more attuned to the needs of others and to extend to them the hospitality 

that Christ shows, whether our friend or the stranger? 
 

 

 

Session 3: We re-imagine church 

Sunday 23 March 

 

We re-imagine the Church intentionally connecting and engaging with our local 

communities in culturally relevant ways. We will rejoice in the richness of the “mixed 

economy” of all ministry and proactively promote vibrant parochial and breath-taking 

pioneering ministries amongst “missing” generations, e.g. children, young people, 

under 35s. 

 

John 4: 5-42 ( The woman at the well) 

Psalm 95 

Exodus 17: 1-7 

 

Questions 

 

1. What might God be saying to us through these words? 

2. In what ways did Jesus serve the woman? 

3. How was the community changed by Jesus' visit? 

4. How will these words change the things we think, do and pray this week? 

 

Linking to the Benedictine Rule 

 

• What can we do in order to make the putting off of the old sinful self a part of our daily 

pattern? 
 

 
Session 4: We are agents of social transformation 



Sunday 30 March 

 

We are agents of social transformation using our influence as a Diocese to transform 

public and personal life. We will demonstrate loving faith at work, in local communities 

and across the globe bringing healing, restoration and reconciliation, e.g.  through 

Education, Social Enterprise, Health Care, Spiritual Care Teams.  

 

John 9: 1-41 (A man born blind receives sight) 

Psalm 23 

Ephesians 5: 8-14 

 

Questions 

 

1. What might God be saying to us through these words? 

2. Jesus said "I am the light for this world", how many examples of darkness can you find in 

this passage? 

3. What can we do to bring light into our world? 

4. How will these words change the things we think, do and pray this week? 

 

Linking to the Benedictine Rule 

 

• How can we develop a right sense of the holy activities of work, education and contribution 

to family life? 
 

 

Session 5: We belong together in Christ 

Sunday 6 April 

 

We belong together in Christ, practising sacrificial living and good stewardship of all 

that God has entrusted to us. We will combine radical generosity, care and capacity 

building with a clear focus on directing finance into the mission of Jesus. Sharing and 

multiplying local good practice, using people, buildings and other resources wisely we 

will seek to boldly prune, plant and invest in building for the Kingdom. 

 

John 11: 1-45 (Lazarus) 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Romans 8:6-11 

Psalm 130 

 

Questions 

1. What might God be saying to us through these words? 

2. How did Mary and Martha trust Jesus? 

3. What is holding us back from living the mission of Jesus? 

4. How will these words change the things we think, do and pray this week? 

 

Linking to the Benedictine Rule 

 

• How do we endeavour to set time aside to notice beauty, love and God as part of our 

pattern? 



 

 
Session 6: Living the Mission of Jesus 

Sunday 13 April 

 

We commit to working with God to reveal the Kingdom. 

 

Matthew 21:1-11 (The triumphal entry) 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Psalm 118 & 31: 9-16 

 

Questions 

1. What might God be saying to us through these words? 

2. What do we learn from the passage about what it means to be a follower of Jesus? 

3. How is the Kingdom of God revealed as Jesus enters the City? 

4. How will these words change the things we think, do and pray this week? 

 

At the End... A New Beginning... 

 

• As a group, as you anticipate the risen Christ, how will you declare the coming Kingdom 

together? 

◦ As you review what has happened and see what God has been doing, what steps can 

you plan to take together to find your place in the act of joining God's mission? 
 

 

 

 


