
Few Children, 
Great 
Opportunities

12 stand-alone 
sessions for mixed-
age church-based 
groups

Sue Price
Successful children’s 
ministry need not 
be dependent on 
large groups of 

children following a week by week curriculum. 
As patterns of church attendance and family life 
change, numbers of children in church groups 
can vary each week. Yet many resources are 
structured with the assumption that Sunday 
or mid-week groups are difficult to run if 
attendance is sporadic. Sue Price and Ruth 
Alliston wish to challenge this assumption 
and have written material to work within these 
changing trends yet still provide quality input for 
sessions. 

Few Children, Great Opportunities provides 12 
sessions to use with children where age groups 
may be mixed and attendance varies from one 
week to the next. The material does not depend 
upon week-by-week attendance and there are 

no assumptions about the levels of maturity 
that children may have reached, and no team 
games or activities requiring large numbers. 
Each session is a stand-alone opportunity to 
share faith, and show children something of the 
character of God through story and a range of 
different activities using different learning styles. 
The book bypasses the need for sequential 
use, seeing each session as a distinct 
opportunity. Family follow-up suggestions offer 
a sense of continuity for children and parents in 
the home.

Sue Price says: ‘My personal experience, 
working with small numbers of children with 
a wide age spread in our church, made me 
aware that it was difficult to adapt existing 
materials to fit this kind of group. We set out 
to produce a resource that could be readily 
used with children from 3 to 11, regardless of 
which children turned up for any session.’

pb, 978 1 84101 880 5, £8.99

Age range: 3-12s
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Wanting to share the Christian story with children and families? Then take a look at 
these ideas for churches large and small...



Creative Ways to 
Tell a Bible Story

Techniques and tools for 
exploring the Bible with 
children and families

Martyn Payne
For the last ten years the 
Barnabas for Children 
ministry team has been 
offering workshops and 

training sessions that explore creative ways 
to tell Bible stories. Martyn Payne’s new book 
brings together the full range of this interactive 
and open-ended exploration of the Bible in an 
easy-to-navigate collection of ideas which can 
then be applied to any story, thus equipping 
the reader to become a creative storyteller too! 
As well as storytelling styles, drama ideas that 
are accessible to all are outlined. Furthermore, 
the ideas give readers confidence to go on and 
develop their own style of Bible telling, not just 
equipping them with skills but also offering a 
full year’s programme for Sunday groups and 
mid-week clubs. The storytelling methodology 
breaks into three basic approaches that open 
up the story, help you to tell the story, and give 
techniques to explore its meaning. 

Any who lead children’s groups or take all-age 
services will find the material offered here will 
give them the skills needed to develop as a 
confidant Bible storyteller!

pb, 978 0 85746 113 1, £8.99

Age range: adults

The Big Story

36 session outlines and 
reflective Bible stories exploring 
six big themes of God’s love

Martyn Payne

Another title by Martyn Payne using creative 
storytelling. The Big Story provides 36 session 
outlines and reflective stories exploring six big 
themes of God’s love.

pb, 978 1 84101 812 6, £10.99

Age range: 5-11

Let’s Get Together!

Flexible fun-filled activity 
ideas for the whole 
church family 

Sue Langwade
The ideas in this book 
give holiday club 
material for churches of 
any size and situation, 
including Churches 

Together initiatives. Provides inclusive, flexible 
fun for the whole church family looking at the 
motif of a tree to explore the theme of what it 
means to be family in terms of both our human 
families and our faith family (roots, shoots and 
fruits). Creative elements threading through the 
sessions build towards a participatory act of 
worship in which adults and children alike can 
be involved at their own level. Sue Langwade 
says: ‘The flexibility of the material is the 
book’s strength. The themes are perennially 
relevant and generic enough, so that 
elements from the sessions can be cherry-
picked for use in several contexts.’ A rare 
resource to allow you to run an all-age holiday 
club!

pb, 978 1 84101 884 3, £8.99

Age range: all age

Hanging Out with 
Jesus

6 interactive Bible 
studies for 9–14s

Corin Child
The six sessions provide 
an ideal framework in 
which to help young 
people in the church 
grow a sense of 

belonging and identity. An overview of what 
being a Christian is all about is explored 
through discussion and reflective activities. 
Available in April 2013

pb, 978 1 84101 790 7, £8.99

Age range: 9-14s

Fill the Gap!

120 instant Bible games 
for Sunday schools and 
midweek groups

Rebecca Parkinson
The church service 
hasn’t quite finished and 
you have got to the end 
of your Sunday group 
material… so what do 

you do next? Fill the Gap! provides 120 instant 
games designed to fill in those unexpected 
slots of time when you want to finish on a 
high but may have exhausted your own ideas. 
Written by someone with lots of experience, the 
games are fun and can be used with little or no 
preparation.  The games tie in with themes and 

stories from the Bible, and so could reinforce 
something you have just been discussing—
and could just as well be used as part of your 
planned schedule. Covering Old and New 
Testament stories, there are two games outlined 
for each story, one aimed at 4–7s, and the 
other at 7–11s. Rebecca Parkinson says: ‘Often 
games books can be full of good ideas, 
but the resources needed or the amount 
of preparation required to play the game 
can be off-putting. Fill the Gap is a Bible-
based games book designed to be used 
straight off the shelf, with little or no need 
for preparation.’ Surely everyone must need a 
book like this on the shelf…?

pb, 978 0 85746 004 2, £8.99

Age range: 4–11s

And beyond Sunday mornings?…

Other children’s and family ministries you will want to know about

Faith in Homes

Ideas and resources helping churches to 
support families to develop faith with their 
children at home. Visit www.faithinhomes.org.
uk to find out more

Messy Church

BRF’s dynamic fresh expression of church 
based around welcome, crafts and art, 
celebration and sharing a meal. Visit  
www.messychurch.org.uk to find out more

Who Let The Dads Out?

BRF’s new ministry offering ideas 
and sessions for engaging dads with 
young children in your community.  
Visit www.wholetthedadsout.org to find 
out more

Barnabas in Schools

Ideas and resources for teachers and school 
governors to explore Christianity within the RE 
curriculum at Key Stages 1 and 2. Visit www.
barnabasinschools.org.uk to find out more

All these ministries are part of BRF, a registered charity
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How to order Barnabas 
publications

 Christian bookshops: 
 For your nearest stockist, please 
contact BRF.

Telephone:  01865 319700 
The BRF office is open between 
09.15 and 17.30 Monday–Friday.

Fax: 01865 319701

Web: www.brfonline.org.uk 

Email: enquiries@brf.org.uk
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notice. Page counts may change on publication.


